After the closure of the local mine the oldest institution
remaining in the village of Allerton Bywater is the Edward VII
WMC. The club now in its 88th year was formed on August 2nd
1906.
When five miners met to form a committee in the Lock
Lane WMC.
Alfred Knight,
Priestley.

S. Sunderland, G,. Sibary, F. Robinson and S.H.

Alfred Knight was elected to keep notes and act as secretary.
On August 17th 1906 the committee met again and resolved to
name the club "Edward VII Working Men's Club" and to work
within the rules supplied by the Club and Institute Union.
On August 24th 1906 Mr W Wilde was unanimously elected as
caretaker (steward) and bonded at /20.00.
On this day James
Moss was elected secretary with a salary of~/18.00 per year,
and Riley Cheeseborough was elected treasurer at /3.00 per
year.
On September 5th 1906 a deputation visited Tetleys Brewery to
open a trade account, and the club was registered on Monday
September 10th 1906.
At a meeting held on September 22nd 1906 Mr Wilde the steward
eleet, was unable to place his bond of ^20.00 and the
committee agreed to accept "two bondsmen" (trustee's) at ^5.00
each. Mr A Barrs and Mr S M Bullough became the club's first
registered trustees.
Mr. W Thorpe became the piano player at 8/- per week, and on
16th February 1906.
Mr N Mortimer vocalist was the first
artiste to entertain the members, at a fee of 2s 6d for the
evening.
Up to this time the only lighting in the club was by parafin
lamps. On 6th October 1907, it was resolved to write to the
Castleford Gas Co to seek installation of gas lights.
Mr Joe Highway was--suspended for fighting, and on October 27th
1907 was warned not to try to enter the club under penalty of
the court, where he would have been liable to a fine of £10.00
or 6 months imprisonment.
The first recorded benefits to members was on 27th September
1908, when it was resolved to give a "free tea" to members in
the council school, and this to be followed by a concert in
the club on 31st October 1908.
Members, their wives or lady
friends to be admitted (to this time no ladies were admitted).
In October
of
1908
the
steward
was
dismissed
for
unsatisfactory stock report, and at a special meeting on 27th
October 1908 Mr W Ullerthorne was appointed steward on reduced
terms of ^2.14.0d per week of 7 days plus ^l.O.Od per quarter
for sundries.
This to include everything connected with the
club, regards lighting of fires, keeping clean urinals and

water closets.
Early in the year of 1910 a bathroom was installed for the use
of members only and a charge of 2d per bath was made, members
to supply their own towel and soap.
The club closed its doors for the first time on May 25th
as a mark of respect on the day of the King's funeral.

1910

In June of 1910 the steward resigned and the secretary
empowered to take his place until further notice.

was

A new steward was appointed on 16th Octobner 1910.
Mr
Hemmings accepted the position, then informed the committee he
could not pay the £30.0.0s bond required.
An agreement was
reached to deduct 10s per week from his salary of ^2.14.0d per
week.
A tender for decoration was accepted from Mr C Butterfield to
"whitewash the tops" and paper the walls with "varnish paper".
December of 1910
records the second benefit to members
Whiskey, Dark Rum, and Gin were reduced in price "members
only" to 3s 3d per bottle.
By the end of 1910 the club had developed a trade policy.
Beers from Tetleys, Spirits Musgrave & Sagar, Tobacco
Sweetings, Glasses and bottles from Breffits.

from

Beer was delivered twice each week from Tetleys, 3 Hogs Heads
each delivery. This was equal to 8.1/2 of todays barrels (or
300 gallons) not bad sales for a club with only 250 members
and remember no guests or wives admitted.
Committees at this time were empowered to fix their own
opening times and extensions, merely by informing the local
court. No jprices are quoted, other than a committee minute in
1906 that agreed to the same prices as Lock Lane WMC.
The club to this day still trades with Tetleys and Musgrave
and Sagar, the mention of Breffits will bring back memories of
the glass works that used to be on the now Hicksons site.
Many references to club activities are recorded including an
Air Rifle Range at 10 shots for 2 pence, and reprimands for
members shooting birds out of the upstairs windows.
Another pastime was placing cards charged at l/2d per day for
the loan of a pack.
T^nis also lead to many reprimands, and
the occasional Suspension for gambling.
By the end of 19lO the club was well established and solvent,
no balance sheets £t& available but accounts are paid in time
and improvements wete being made.
Bill

headed paper

shows the
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at 64
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Allerton Bywater.
Nearest Station Ledston N.E.R.
and it was many years before
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